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Dear Friends, 
 

As BCHS president these past two years, I am proud to have played a role in bringing the Society’s two organizations, 
the Museum and the Bastrop Visitor Center, under one roof. Our building at 904 Main is now complete and rightfully 
gives our members, donors, volunteers and trustees that feeling of pride in having had a part in the building of it. 
 

This is a new era and we will move forward with the same courage and faith that our accomplishments and plans today 
will be as lasting and meaningful as that of our founders who established the Historical Society over 60 years ago. 
 

We open our doors with a state-of-the-art Visitor Center, which will continue to welcome visitors and introduce them to 
the friendly charm and amenities found in and around Bastrop. The museum section of the building will open with its 
first museum exhibit titled, “The Colorado River.” This and future exhibits will entertain, educate and instill the 
knowledge that Bastrop History IS Texas History.   
 

Your continued support through volunteering, through monetary or in-kind support, or through your good will, will 
ensure the continued success of this and future important projects of the Bastrop County Historical Society. 
 

Sincerely, 
Robbie Sanders 

New home of the Bastrop County Historical Society 



MUSEUM AND VISITOR CENTER 
 

As we dedicate the new 
Museum and Visitor 
Center on January 26, we 
should recall the project 
history and consider what 
we have learned. In 2005, 
the BCHS Trustees, 
under President Mike 
Helmick, approved a new 
strategic plan. The plan 
established the “preserve 
and promote” mission,  
set a principal goal of 
instilling Bastrop history 
into every community 
activity, and outlined 

several key objectives, notably: (1) fully evaluate alternative locations for the 
museum before making costly changes to the existing facilities, (2) expand 
and diversify participation in BCHS, (3) engage local businesses in BCHS 
programs, and (4) increase historical tourism. These latter objectives were 
met by our opening of a Main Street visitor center, and for the first time, 
developing a membership class for businesses.  
 

The Visitor Center was opened in the spring of 2006 in the Old First National 
Bank Building on Main, thanks to funding from the City of Bastrop, AT&T, the 
Bastrop Chamber of Commerce, and several individual donors, together with 
a generous five-year no-rent lease from the First National Bank. Business 
memberships began in 2007.  
 

In January of that year, as Frank Huffman took over the role of BCHS 
President, the Trustees decided to approach the City about making the old 
City Hall available to BCHS when the City moved to a new facility.  
 

In the fall of 2008, the City Council gave conceptual approval to the idea and 
asked BCHS for a detailed “feasibility” plan on the renovations necessary to 
combine the Museum and Visitor Center into the building. By that time, 
Business Members had become a mainstay of BCHS’s annual operational 
support, the Visitor Center had proven to be a highly valued community asset, 
and the museum was active in planning future exhibits to tell Bastrop’s unique 
history more effectively. 
 

Shortly after Mary McMurrey became President, the feasibility plan was 
delivered to Council in February 2009. The following May, the City and BCHS 
entered into a contract for the lease of the building.  
 

The City contributed $500,000 toward building renovations. Congressman 
Lloyd Doggett secured a federal appropriation of $200,000, and the remaining 
$500,000 needed for expanding the building was provided by local individuals 
and businesses as well as special events such as garage sales. The 
immensely difficult task of managing the construction, finalizing the design 
and content of future exhibits, and executing the move of offices and over 
9,000 artifacts from the old museum to the new museum, then fell to Robbie 
Sanders as the 2011-2012 President. The Visitor Center doors opened 
December 1. 
 

What lesson have we learned from the Museum and Visitor Center project?   
It is initiatives which clearly benefit Bastrop that find broad community 
support. This project garnered $1.2 million in funding and thousands of hours 

of donated time, provided by hundreds of Bastropians. Many of those who contributed had not been active in BCHS before 
– new programs foster new participation. Fresh opportunities arise now that the doors are open. Volunteers are critical in 
supporting activities that fund daily operations, and others are needed to greet an increased flow of visitors. New cash 
contributions for museum exhibits will translate into better presentation of our historical story. So, come forward in 2013. 
Continue to play an important part in this extraordinarily valuable community venture. 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
Belinda Goertz 

Jim and Pat McLaughlin 
Michele R. Rowcroft 
Brenda DeSimone 

 

RENEWALS 
Marvin and Anne Beck 

Kent Bohls 
Murray and Mary Callahan 

Denise Voigt Crawford 
Roy Grimes 

Dick and Duffy Smith 
Anita Hoffman Walls 

Bryan and Janean Whitten & Son 
Susan Wendel 

Lucinda Wilcoxen 
 

 

BCHS OFFICERS 
Robbie Sanders, President 

Libby Sartain, Vice President 
Betty Dunkerley, Treasurer 
Barbara Vana, Secretary 

 

TRUSTEES 
Marvin Beck 

Lee Ann Calaway 
Sandra Chipley 
Lisa Dougherty 
Betty Dunkerley 

Neil Gurwitz 
Dan Hays-Clark 
Frank Huffman 
Mary McMurrey 

Mark Rose 
Robbie Sanders 

Libby Sartain 
Nancy Scott 

Sophia Williams 
Jane Wright 

 

SPECIAL ADVISORS 
Bill Ennis 

Tom Phillips 
Suzanne Sanders 

Tom Scott 
 

SOCIETY STAFF 
Barbara Vana, Administrator 

Carol Kysar, Curator/Archivist 

Cindye Wolford, VC Director 

Howard New, Researcher 
 

VOLUNTEERS 

Dee Bristol 
Belinda Goertz 
Rick Gullickson 

Pat Muller 
Karen Musgrove 

Gayla Stock 
Ann Tankersley 

A.J. Woehl 
 

Visitor Center lobby 



2012 HOLIDAY HOMES TOUR 
 

Spectacular tour sites offered glimpses into Bastrop’s rich history 
on December 8, 2012. Thanks to warm weather, active promotion 
in local, regional and statewide media as well as wonderful venues 
set the stage for our most successful Holiday Homes Tour to date. 
 

The heart of a successful homes tour is the generosity of the 
homeowners who open their doors to the public and, in doing so, 
provide BCHS critically important revenues in the form of ticket 
sales as well as sponsorships which will help to sustain the 
operation of the new museum. Homeowners for the 2012 tour 
included David and Libby Sartain, Minifred Trigg, Jason and Kristi 
Alley and Ed and Jane Sanders. In addition, the Hills Prairie 
Baptist Church provided a charming and sentimental aspect to  
the tour.   
 

The organization involved with a tour takes the time, talents and 
energies of a great many volunteers including decorators, docents and others to showcase the structures. Committee 
members for the 2012 Tour included Nancy Scott (chairman), Sandra Chipley (historical research), Faye Cobb (regional 
publicity), Kimbra Quinn (Facebook promotion), Neil Gurwitz (exterior photography), Dick Smith (website content, local 
publicity and -- with Jane Hunt – interior photography), Lucy Todd (docents) and Cindye Wolford (design of the tour ticket 
and promotional pieces).  

 

2012 TRUSTEE ELECTIONS 
                                    

Please join us for a brief meeting of BCHS members at 4:00 pm on Saturday, January 26. The meeting will follow the 
festivities for the Leveling of the Building and the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony. 

 

 

                      Agenda 
1. Trustees with unexpired terms (no vote required) 

Lee Ann Calaway 
Sandra Chipley 
Dan Hays-Clark 
Lisa Dougherty 
Sophia Williams 
Jane Wright 

2. Special Advisors to the Board of Trustees  
    (no vote required) 

           Marvin Beck 
Bill Ennis 
Tom Phillips 

           Mark Rose 
  Suzanne Sanders 

Tom Scott 
3. Trustees with expired terms  
    (vote required for re-election) 

Betty Dunkerley 
 
In accordance with the Society’s Bylaws, President Robbie Sanders convened a nominations committee to recommend a 
new slate of officers and trustees for the upcoming year.  As a reminder, our Board of Trustees is the governing body of our 
Society and is responsible for policy-making, financial affairs, and other activities. Bylaws allow us to have 9-15 members. 
 

Because the next two years will be transitional from our old model of running separately a museum and a visitor center to a 
new model with both operations together, we anticipate that we will need to change some of the ways we govern, run and 
staff the organization. 
 

Our nominations committee focused on how we are going to get the work done for the next two years. Our goal is to operate 
the new facility efficiently.  After much discussion we agreed that in addition to our President and Vice President roles, we 
needed to assign three additional leadership positions. The Vice-President position has been expanded to include 
communications and outreach in the community. Our Treasurer position will take on the added responsibility for overseeing 
the overall operations of the Museum and Visitor Center. Robbie Sanders has agreed to oversee the completion of our 
exhibits and facilities. We have added a new responsibility for ongoing fundraising for operations and to finish out our 
museum exhibits.  
 

We have a hard-working, dedicated group of trustees and volunteers. Please let us know if you would like to get involved! 

Neil Gurwitz 
Frank Huffman 
Mary McMurray 
Robbie Sanders 
Libby Sartain 
Nancy Scott           

4. Two new Trustees nominated by the 
nominating committee (vote required) 

            Mike Helmick 
             Bill Haschke 
             Other nominations from the floor 

5. Election of new Trustees 
6. Officer nominations 

              Libby Sartain as President 
              Sandra Chipley as Vice President 
              Jane Wright as Treasurer 

7.  Election of officers 
 

 

Hills Prairie Baptist Church 



BCHS President Robbie Sanders stands 
between Barbara Vana and Carol Kysar to 
welcome guests at the grand affair. 

Chris Cartwright, host of this year’s event, and 
Marvin Beck enjoy the festivities. 

Jean and Mike Helmick, Martha Granger and Faye Cobb 
Toni and Ken Kesselus were among the many 
guests at this year’s Rendezvous. 

2012 HOLIDAY RENDEZVOUS 
 

The 2012 Holiday Rendezvous was a spectacular party on December 7, 
2012, at the historic H. P. Luckett House, home of Chris Cartwright. The 
tent was filled with great friends, delectable treats and loads of holiday 
cheer. The Historical Society annually hosts this special event to honor 
our generous sponsors and the homeowners who graciously open their 
homes to the public during our Holiday Homes Tour.   
 

The support of our Rendezvous sponsors is vital to the operation and 
success of our Museum. We would like to recognize our sponsors for 
providing operating funds for the Museum for 2013. They are as 
follows. Texas Star: The City of Bastrop; Ayuntamiento: Bastrop 
Abstract, Ed Rivers, President; Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative; Chris 
Cartwright; Jay and Maxann Collins; First National Bank; Frontier Bank 
of Texas; Bobby and Teri Harriman, Lone Star Storage; Insurance 
Network          of Texas; Maxine’s Café; Techline; Wright Distributing 
Co., Inc. Stephen F. Austin: Deep in the Heart Art Foundry; Home 
Depot; Liberty Glenn Home Décor; Lost Pines Art Bazaar; Janis Penick, 
RE/MAX Bastrop Area; Frank and Connie Reichert Baron de 
Bastrop: Adjust Chiropractic; Aqua Water Supply Corp.; Bastrop’s 
Finest Car Wash, Bobby and  Stephanie Jenkins; Bastrop Florist; 

Bastrop Lawn Care, Robert and Angela Ryan; Mark and Ella Bedford; 
Brenda Abbott Floral Design; Stewart and Sue Brubaker; Clyde and 
Jeanne Clardy; Classic Bank, NA; Robert J. Dougherty, M.D.; Betty 
Dunkerley; G and C Printing & Forms; Becky and Kerry Getter; Neil and 
Betty Gurwitz; James and Kat Handy; Bill and Andrea Haschke; Jean 
and Mike Helmick; Hyatt Regency Lost Pines Resort & Spa; Sharah and 
David Johnson; Jerry and Judy Kahler; James B. and Doris L. Kershaw; 
Ken and Toni Kesselus; Jennifer Long, Stanberry & Associates; Graham 
Luhn, Architect; Leon and Molly McClure; Mary McMurrey; Joe D. 
Newman; Dr. Patricia and Mayor Terry Orr; Virginia L. Piper, Attorney at 
Law, PC; Osborn Plumbing; Lyn and Tom Phillips; Stella and 
Commissioner Willie Piña; Adlinie Rathman; Roscoe State Bank; 
Suzanne Waugh Sanders; Tom and Nancy Scott; The Sugar Shack, 
Drusilla Rogers; Taylor Family Chiropractic, Dr. Rick Taylor; WCU 
Services, Ron and DeLisa Pettit; Ben and Kay Wesson; Elroy and 
Sophia Williams. 
 

Special thanks to Dr. Neil Gurwitz and to Joe Newman for taking 
photographs. We thank all who helped to make this year’s Holiday 
Rendezvous such a memorable one.  

 



Burleson pocket Bible 

MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS 
 

We extend our appreciation to the following for their generosity: 
 

• Dr. Neil Gurwitz: Photograph of Bastrop Fire Station (904 Main) taken in 
1949 with snow on the ground 

• Robert Pace: 1915 commemorative plate distributed by W. J. Miley, 
druggist 

• Dick Smith: 1919 Citizens State Bank wall calendar 
• Mike Van Dusen: Pocket Bible given to Grace Burleson circa 1850 by her 

parents, Edward and Sarah Burleson 
 

OUR THANKS TO… 
 

• Mr. Shredder who shredded obsolete Museum financial records. 
• Lisa Dougherty who cleaned and polished a large display case. 
• Volunteers Karen Musgrove and Pat Muller who worked on cataloging, 

photographing and packing our Museum collection. 
• Anne and Marvin Beck, Liberty Glenn, Bastrop Frame Emporium, Cripple 

Creek & Co. and Bastrop Copier who supplied  boxes and packing 
material for the Museum and Visitor Center. 

• Tom Scott who supplied paper products for the new Museum. 
• Tom Scott and Terry Sanders who adjusted our new Collection Storage shelving. 
• Roger Osborn who repaired the sprinkler system at Chris Cartwright’s house following the Holiday Rendezvous. 
• Home Depot employee volunteers who set up Collection Storage shelving and painted in various areas of the Museum 

and Visitor Center. 
• Tom Scott, John Thrift, Terry Sanders, Curtis Hodge, Frank Huffman, Chris Huffman, David Sartain and Dan Hays- 

Clark who took down and re-assembled the large display case in the Museum. 
• John Thrift who refinished a table for display of the antique cash register in the Visitor Center. 
• Norman Ross and Rick Gullickson who assisted in moving boxes and the copier from the 1889 First National Bank, the 

Visitor Center’s original location. 
• Anne Beck who provided one-half day of cleaning service in the new Museum. 
• Rick Gullickson who donated a slimline computer monitor for the Research Library. 
• Kathy O’Neil who made a cash donation Christmas gift in the name of Betty Dunkerly.  

 

THE GREATEST GENERATION: Price Reduced    

Shudde Fath, the author of the book, The Greatest Generation as Reported in the Weekly 

Bastrop Advertiser During World War II, has reduced the price of her book by 50 percent. 

She has been donating 50 percent of the price of her book, released in the fall of 2011, to the 

Bastrop County Historical Society, but has decided to receive no proceeds from book sales. 

The book may be purchased at the Museum or the Visitor Center. The price of the paperback 

is $12.99 and the price of the hardback is $18.94 including tax. The Museum has sold 

approximately 75 books since its release. Our thanks to Shudde Fath for her generosity. 

BECOME A BUSINESS MEMBER  

You can play an important part in the future in our new Museum and Visitor Center by becoming a BCHS Business 

Member. In February, we will send letters for the renewal of our returning business memberships and the 

recruitment of new business members. There are three categories of membership: Members of the Month, $500, 

receive more exposure than ever before with your company name and logo featured on newly designed signage 

planned for the lobby and exterior south wall of the new Museum and Visitor Center. The sign will remain for one 

month. Your company name will be noted in our lobby, quarterly newsletters and on our website, which will contain 

a link to your business. Hero Business Members, $250, will receive visibility in our lobby, quarterly newsletters and 

on our website, which will contain a link to your business. Business Members, $100, are highlighted in our lobby, 

quarterly newsletter and on our website. Revenue from business memberships goes entirely to BCHS operating 

expenses. To become a Business Member, contact Barbara Vana at 303-0057. 



BCHS Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday, January 26, 2013 at 2:00 pm 

Museum and Visitor Center Ribbon Cutting 
904 Main Street, Bastrop, Texas 

 
We are pleased to announce the opening of the Historical Society’s new Museum and Visitor Center, and you are invited to 
join us on Saturday, January 26, at 2:00 pm for the Leveling of the 
Cornerstone by the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Texas and a 
Ribbon Cutting by the Bastrop Chamber of Commerce. 
 

The regular Thursday night Quarterly Meeting has been changed to 
Saturday so that out-of-town guests and members can attend this once 
in a lifetime event. We will return to our regular Thursday night 
meetings in April. 
 

Please join us for this special ceremony.  Refreshments and a tour of 
the building will follow. A short business meeting for members will be at 
4:00 pm to elect officers and trustees for the year. 
 

The new Museum and Visitor Center is located at the intersection of 
Main and Pine Streets in downtown historic Bastrop.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  904 Main Street 

  Bastrop, Texas 78602 

  512.303.0057 

  www.BastropMuseumandVisitorCenter.com

 

  
 
 
 
 

To save postage costs, the Historical Society would like to send the newsletter and other correspondence by 
email to those members who have computers. If you are willing to receive information electronically, please 
send Barbara Vana an email to let her know at bchs1832@sbcglobal.net. Thank you! ■ 
  

THE NEXT BCHS QUARTERLY MEETING WILL BE JANUARY 26, 2 PM AT THE MUSEUM, 904 MAIN STREET. 


