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     It was a beautiful day to step back into the past and experience history first hand
while visiting beautiful, historic homes in downtown Bastrop. We offered five
properties for touring, which consisted of four homes and one church. The properties
offered a variety of architectural styles and features from various time periods. 

     For the first time, in partnership with CARTS and the City of Bastrop, we were
excited to offer free shuttle rides to participants in the home tour! Thank you to the
City and CARTS for their partnership and help in making it a successful day!

     An extra special thank you to our homeowners who opened the doors to their
beautiful homes and made it all possible. Our homeowners: Peter & Lisa Willitts, Peter
& Carol Keith, Thomas Leibowitz & Jodi Smith, and Clara & Michael Cotton. Thank you
to First United Methodist Church Board and Congregation for opening their doors to
us as well. A special thank you to Russell Bistline and Music Director Brandon Dyal. 

      We also had a great group of docents and volunteers who helped lead visitors
through each home and spoke of the history and architecture. Our deepest gratitude
to you for helping make this event a success. 

       After the tour, many stayed downtown to enjoy other festivities during the Lost
Pines Christmas Celebration!

Historic homes tour 2025

Throughout 2026, the Bastrop County Museum & Visitor Center will join communities
across the nation in celebrating the 250th birthday of the United States of America.

America began with revolution 250 years ago, and in honor of this milestone
anniversary, the Museum & Visitor Center will 
dedicate each month of 2026 to highlighting the 
people, events, and places that revolutionized
 Bastrop County and carried forward the enduring 
legacy of 1776. Through themed programs, exhibits, 
and educational content, visitors will be invited to
 explore how local history connects to the broader 
American story.

Celebrate USA 250 in Bastrop County!



Benefactor
Glenda Dayton

First National Bank
Frontier Bank of Texas

Michele Graham &amp; Louis Earle
Kathy Holberg

L.C. Wright Cattle LLC

2025 Leading Members

Member of the Month
Joan and Kent Bohls/9E Cabins

Sherri Gilmore
Sandy Kibby

Sharah and David Johnson
Bridge and Main Realty

Hero
Adjust Chiropractic/Dr. Matt Mix

Charles and Jill Barrow
Joe and Nancy Beal
Lonnie and Judy Enis

Kerry and Steve Fossler
Stella Haecker &amp; Willie Pina

Jane and Rob Hunt
Stephanie Jenkins

Doris and James Kershaw
Gloria and Win Perkins

Amy Schumacher &amp; Tim Wilkins
Lucy Todd and Frank Huffman

Champion
Ed and Gloria Adams

Sanday and Ron Barclay
Alicia Benn &amp; Jewell Broussard

Richard and Sondra Black
Kim and Cindy Casper

Sandra Chipley and Chuck Kellogg
Karen Clardy

John Crawford
Andrew and Barbara Coy

Jeff Crouch &amp; Traci Frary
Les deGraffenried and Bonnie Bratton

Betty Dunkerley
Laura Fohn

Ishmael Harris
Alex Hebert Family

Michal Hubbard
Jennifer Leisure

Vicky and Robert Lindsey
Mary Lou Loehr

Jamie and Curtis McDonald
Michele Mulholland

Trenton Nall
Lynn Oualline
Libby Sartain

Nan and DeLea Sayers
Tom and Nancy Scott
Carol and Joe Shull

Dick and Duffy Smith
Ginni and Fred Smith

Jodie Smith &amp; Tom Liebowitz
Charlotte and Glenn Synnott

Nick Textor
Joe Grady Tuck

Barbara and Alex Vana
Melissa Vadlamudi

Bastrop County Museum Gift Store

rendezvous . . . success!
Rendezvous 2025 was a great success! Over 200
people attended and enjoyed a delicious, catered
meal by Jean Lang and music by DJ Clayton
Adams. We are grateful to our sponsors and
everyone who bid at the Silent Auction for making
this event so wonderful. 

Don’t forget the Museum & Visitor Center Store
when shopping in our charming downtown!

Whether you’re searching for a meaningful gift or a
special Bastrop keepsake, our store has something
for everyone. Browse a thoughtfully curated
selection of children’s gifts, locally inspired
treasures, historic postcards, and a wide variety of
books that bring Bastrop County history to life.
Every purchase supports the museum’s mission to
preserve and promote our shared heritage. 

Be sure to stop in and explore. We love helping
visitors find the perfect item. Plus, keep an eye out
for special merchandise celebrating the upcoming
USA 250 commemorations!

Homes Tour & Rendezvous Sponsors

Sam Houston
Bluebonnet Electric Coop

Glenda Dayton
Sara Emmert & Heath Redfearn

Tuck McClimon LLC

Miguel Arciniega
Central Texas Elevator

Sharah and David Johnson
Doris and James Kershaw

Jamie and Curtis McDonald

Lula Kerr

Stephen F. Austin
Sandy and Ron Barclay

Pat and Robert Cunningham
Les deGraffenried & Bonnie Bratton

Easton Electric
Sherri Gilmore
Kathy Holberg
Sandy Kibby

Jennifer Leisure
Samuel E Monroe
Osborn Plumbing

Lyn and Tom Phillips
HLS Management, LLC

Libby Sartain

Barbara and John Allbright
Lisa and Steve Anderson
Jill and Charles Barrow

Nancy and Joe Beal
Sondra and Richard Black

Blue Ribbon Services
Joan & Kent Bohls/9E Ranch Cabins

Caspro Builders
Sandra Chipley & Chuck Kellogg

Geoff Connor
Sharon and Judge Chris Duggan

Judy and Lonnie Enis
Stella Haecker and Willie Pina

William Higgins V

Holly and Richard Howard
Michal Hubbard

Jane and Rob Hunt
Toni and Ken Kesselus
Jean Lang Catering
Bob and Sue Long

Nell Reinap
Suzanne Waugh Sanders
Robbie and Terry Sanders

Connie and Charlie Schroeder
Amy Schumacher and Tim Wilkins

Tom and Nancy Scott
Dick and Duffy Smith

Linda and Frank Wilson 

Baron de Bastrop

L.C. Wright Cattle Company LLC
First National BankCity of Bastrop Frontier Bank of Texas 

Roscoe/Cornerstone Bank



Research Library Volunteers
Jackie Givens

Gloria Hoffman
Adela Jones
Kathy Kolhoff

John Lockwood
Mary Lucas
Dianne Mills
Randy Mikel

Visitor Center Volunteers
Michelle Adams

Dawn Ellis
Sue Ann Fruge

Bert Godkin
Adela Jones

Vicki Lackowski
Bob Malerk

Leslie Mellenbruch
Randy Mikel
Cissy Soto

Orlanda Valka

BCHS Officers
Glenda Dayton, President
Michal Hubbard, Treasurer

Jill Barrow, Secretary

Trustees
LeeAnn Calaway
Sandra Chipley

Les DeGraffenried
Sara Emmert

Sherri Gilmore

Michal Hubbard
Jennifer Leisure
Johnny Sanders
Joe Grady Tuck

Society Staff
Chelsea Stewart, Executive Director
Barbara Vana, Office Coordinator

Traci Frary, Archivist

Visitor Center Staff
Alyson Ache, Visitor Center Manager

Candice McClendon, Events Coordinator
Rachel Hatch, Marketing & Communications

Coordinator

Recent  Museum Acqu is i t ions
High School Graduation

Program from 1908

Docents:
Terry Beauchamp

Judy Enis
Frank Huffman
Leona Jones
Carrie Martin
Mark Mowery
Ron Ramirez

Madeline Baird

Eric Parmer
Ron Ramirez
Juan Rangel

Robin Schneider
Brenda Uptain

Brad Weber
Allen Ziegenhals

with a recipe on the back
Donated by Ken Kesselus!

Tonkawa arrowpoints donated by
John and Emily McPhaul found in

Tahitian Village

Junior Volunteers:
Stephen Ellis      Briella Smith

On January 22, 2026, at 6:30 pm, members can vote on proposed Bastrop Old
Town Visitor Center bylaw changes. A copy of the proposed bylaw changes
approved by the Board of Directors on May 15, 2025 is enclosed with this mailing.
Members can also vote on the trustee and vice president nominations listed
below. 

On November 20, 2025, the Board of Trustees approved the nomination of Sara
Emmert as Vice President. Membership will be asked to vote on returning BCHS
Trustees Lee Ann Calaway, Sandra Chipley, Les DeGraffenried, and Michal
Hubbard.

The Board of Trustees also approved the following nominations to the Board of
Trustees for 2026 – 2027.

Cynthia Braendle – Cynthia is currently the accountant for Ascension Catholic
Church. She worked for many years at Aqua Water Supply Corporation. Cynthia
and her husband, Mike, live in Tahitian Village. Cynthia is a descendant of Bastrop
County’s lignite mining families and was active in recruiting family member stories
for the BCHS Coal Exhibit.

Johnny Crawford – Johnny is retired from the Texas Department of Public Safety.
John’s grandparents were Swedish immigrants who came to Bastrop in the early
1900’s. John Peterson built a number of houses and commercial buildings in
Bastrop up until the mid-1940’s. Some of those houses are still occupied and have
been featured on the annual BCHS Holiday Homes Tour.

Gil Green – Gil is employed with a regional educational consulting service.
Previously Gil taught US History for Hayes ISD and geography at BISD. Some will
recognize Gil for his reenactment of Texas Ranger John Holland Jenkins who he
has portrayed the last several years at the BCHS Fairview Cemetery Tour.

Tina Longoria –Tina is Assistant Vice President and Loan Officer at Classic Bank.
She is very active in the Chamber of Commerce and the BISD Educational
Foundation. Tina is the mother of two and lives in Bastrop.

Sheila Lowe – Sheila and her husband, Perry, are long time Bastrop residents.
Sheila is currently the executive director of the Bastrop County Long Term
Recovery Team. Sheila is a Commissioner of the Bastrop Housing Authority.

January Member Approvals for 2026

BCHS Thanks Retiring Trustees
BCHS would like to thank retiring trustees Barbara Clemons, Judy Enis, Sherri
Gilmore, and Jane Wright for their service over the past years to the museum
and visitor center. They will be missed!



904 Main Street
Bastrop, TX 78602

512-303-0904
www.bastropcountyhistoricalsociety.com

Follow us! @bastropmuseumvc

BE A PART OF BASTROP HISTORY!

Cowboy Poetry
Feb. 21

Celebrate the art and craft of the cowboy poet with venues
across the city including the museum!

Upcoming Events

Quarterly Meeting
Jan. 22

Meet the new BCHS officers and trustees and  preview the
year to come for the Bastrop County Historical Society.

First Friday
Feb. 6 

Enjoy free, family-friendly activities on our porch while
exploring downtown vendors.

Family Make N Take | 
I 💗 Bastrop
Feb. 14

Share the love of Bastrop with a family-friendly scavenger
hunt and Bastrop prizes!

Music in the Museum
| John & Jenn
Jan. 17

Enjoy eclectic americana and alternative rock by local
musicians.

Family Make N Take |
Build-a-Bridge
Jan. 10

Learn about the science and history behind bridges and
build your own for the new year!

Revolutionary Wall
All January

Do you know a revolutionary story from Bastrop County’s
past? Share it with us and the community














